
 

  

Dear St. Agatha families,                         November 29th, 2018 

 

Our 1st Trimester is coming to a close and the church season of Advent is upon us. Advent is the 

four weeks leading up to Christmas where we prepare our hearts for Jesus’ coming. What does that 

mean? We use this time to reflect on our choices and think about who we are called to be. We 

work on acts of kindness and service toward others, and how to be the best version of ourselves. 

We will come together in community each week to light the advent candle and participate in a 

prayer service as a school, led by our Youth Ministry. Our 3rd- 8th graders will receive the 

sacrament of Reconciliation from one of four available priests. Tomorrow we will have an 

assembly to kick off our advent service project as a school, and hear some spiritual motivation 

from guest speaker Sr. Grace Marie. This Sunday join our 6th grade as it leads Mass at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Our teachers provide many exciting learning opportunities for our students every day, and I always enjoy visiting 

the classrooms and roaming the halls to see what is new and exciting with our students. This week:  

 8th graders explored fission and chain reaction in a lab that involved mouse traps 

and ping pong balls. 

 5th graders dissected a moldy pumpkin. 

 3rd graders learned about the culture and history of Japan with guest speakers 

from the Japan on the Road program (in conjunction with their study of the 

book Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes).  

 Middle school visited King Tut’s tomb on a field trip to OMSI as part of the 

Social Studies curriculum.  

Our middle school students also completed their first trimester elective course this 

week. Electives meet once a week. Mr. Kelley’s 5K Prep class has developed their 

fitness skills. Ms. Weber’s Study Skills elective prepared our 6th graders to get 

organized for the academic requirements of middle school. Ms. Dunn’s 

MakerSpace elective explored creative resources to build a variety of inventions 

using engineering concepts. I had a blast teaching the drama elective. We focused 

on a wide variety of acting topics that included scenes from musicals, Shakespeare, 

improvisation, auditioning techniques and voice acting. We learned about 

broadcasting and had an opportunity to take a field trip with a special behind-the-

scenes tour of a live television news broadcast at Fox12 Oregon. Next trimester 

students will have an opportunity to choose from advanced technology, op art, 

study skills, drama, and film studies.  

 

Please spend some time over the next few weeks to join us in preparing our hearts during the Advent 

season. Consider a family service opportunity, join us for Mass, take a break from the hustle and bustle 

of the holidays to spend quality family time and share meals together. Be kind and empathetic toward 

others. Peace and blessings to our St. Agatha community.  

 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Chris Harris  Principal  503.234.5500  chris.harris@stagatha.us  
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