
 

  

Dear St. Agatha Families,                October 11th, 2018 

 

We are a month into the school year and settling in well to a routine for learning- what a great start to the 

year it has been! Thank you to our community for providing a warm welcome to our new families and for 

helping your children to come to school every day ready to learn. We are truly blessed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year our teachers have implemented formalized professional learning communities. They have time 

built into their schedule on Mondays (in addition to early release staff development on Wednesdays) to 

meet in collegial teams and look at curriculum, assessment, instruction and student support. As part of our 

collaboration with the 8 schools of our archdiocesan region we came together on Sept. 28th to work in 

grade level teams. The teachers shared positive feedback about being able to meet with other professional 

educators at their grade level within the diocese to collaborate on matters of instruction. We will host a 

full day in-service as a region in February. This Friday our teachers will be attending workshops in teams 

on Science instruction, Differentiation, Anxiety, and Assessment-- all relating to the action plan goals 

from our school improvement plan.  

 

Speaking of Science we are making steps to upgrade our STEM (Science Technology Engineering 

Mathematics) initiative at St. Agatha. Thanks to funds raised at last year’s auction, Ms. Weber and Mrs. 

Adams are in the process of creating and purchasing new hands on Science kits based on the standards 

and to complement our curriculum at every grade level. Dr. Prevot has brought in new coding, robotics, 

and engineering resources. Mrs. Dunn has added a MakerSpace elective. We have written grants for a 

Virtual Reality Mobile Lab and Science materials (should hear back in the winter, fingers crossed). We 

have also added a new Lego Robotics after school class this fall, hosted by Saturday Academy.  

 

I had the pleasure to visit Outdoor School yesterday and join our 6th graders for 

dinner at Camp Howard. The students shared many interesting facts and 

concepts they have learned about soil, water, air, animals, and plants. They've 

enjoyed recreation and cabin time, and were excited for the evening campfire. 

After dinner we had some group time where the students played Science 

charades, sang songs and shared what they have most enjoyed about the 

experience so far. The staff also sent along a video message for the group, as 

well as prayers and well wishes from Fr. Luan. It was a great evening at Camp 

Howard! Today our 7th graders explored the outdoors at Tryon Creek on a 

service field trip, removing invasive species and helping with trail work. Our 8th 

graders following our call to service embarked this morning to spread good 

cheer around the neighborhood as an outreach to those in our community.  

 

             

 

 



 

  

An update on our Learning Support Center: Ms. Nelson recently returned from a full week training on 

reading intervention support on the Orton-Gillingham method, which she is excited to put to good use 

with our students. Ms. Turvey has returned to teach our Title 1 support classes two days a week. Ms. 

Reinhard and Ms. lieberg have been providing small group and individual support for students receiving 

services from the LSC. As previously mentioned Ms. Frank has made the decision not to return to St. 

Agatha but she will continue to be available as a sub. We are currently in the process of interviewing 

candidates to fill the position as Ms. lieberg continues to work with our students in the interim.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had an incredible Jogathon (both at our Wednesday pre-K event and Friday event at Sellwood Park). 

Thanks to all of our parent volunteers and in particular Meeka Kullberg and Danielle Ruhnke for their 

time and talents leading this important fundraiser for our student program. Please continue to reach out 

for pledges in support of our students. Funds raised go to a wonderful cause- our students and student 

programs! St. Agatha provides incredible opportunities and cutting edge resources in the areas of 

Technology, Music, Physical Education, Learning Support and the Arts preK-8, and these programs 

prosper thanks to your support. We are hoping to reach our goal of $30,000, or $150 per student. Please 

help us cross that finish line, final turn in day is this Tuesday, Oct. 16th.  

 

Father Nathan, our former pastor, recently sent a letter to the St. Agatha community:  

“Dear teachers, staff and students, I want to thank you so very much for your many thoughtful and kind 

remembrances of my time as your pastor. You always delighted me and made each day fresh! You taught 

me so very much, and I will never forget. I am now here at Mount Angel Abbey- just 40 miles south of 

Sellwood. This is my home and I am gradually feeling more and more comfortable with my change from 

St. Agatha to my Benedictine community here. Thank you for your prayers and love! Remember always to 

be at peace, and "Glorify God by your lives!" With love and blessings!” - Fr. Nathan Zodrow, OSB.  

 

The staff and I look forward to seeing everyone during conferences on Oct. 24-26. It will be a great time 

to discuss progress reports and help set goals for the remainder of the trimester. We also hope to see 

everyone at our new Dia De Los Muertos event on Friday, Nov. 2nd- a free fall family event hosted by our 

PIPS parent group here at St. Agatha. Stay tuned for more info.   

 

Peace be with you, 

 

Chris Harris, Principal  503.234.5500  chris.harris@stagatha.us 

 

St. Agatha Catholic School is a faith-filled learning community committed to the academic and spiritual development 

of each child, fostering students who will be dedicated to a lifetime of learning, faith, and service. 
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