
 

  

Dear St. Agatha Parents,          August 30th, 2019 

 

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year, St. Agatha Catholic School’s 108th year 

of learning. Hard to believe the school year is already upon us. Happy New 

Year to our 207 students! Our school theme this year is “Holy Ground.” This 

focus for our student learning expectations will help us remember that when we 

step foot on any part of our campus, this is a holy place- one where we respect 

and support each other in all of our interactions. Further, as a community we 

become Holy Ground and carry this with us beyond the classroom, playground, 

and through all of our interactions with others. Through Holy Ground we show 

our citizenship skills and become role models for others through Christ.  

 

Please do pay special attention to the annual calendar, located on our 

website and attached to the Storm Report. If you are not receiving our 

email communications, please contact our office to be added to our 

distribution list (this letter will be sent home as a hard copy next 

week, so if you didn’t get this in an email you may not be on the list). 

 

I look forward to seeing you at upcoming events. Please mark your calendars: 

 “Parish School Picnic” (Sunday, Sept. 8th, 12-4pm after the 10:30am mass at Sellwood Park. 

 “Back-to-School” Night (Thursday, Sept. 12th, 6:00-9:00pm gr. PreK-8 parents) 

 Creating a Safe Environment (CASE) Volunteer Training (90 minutes). Required for 

all volunteers and recommended for all parents (We are including this training as part of 

back to school night, and will also be offered on Tuesday 9/17 @8am or Sunday 9/22 

@11:30).  

 

What’s new in 2019-20? 

Our staff returned this week for in-service. It was a packed week with trainings, professional 

development, protocols and procedures, and time for prayer in community. This year we are 

focusing on safety as part of our Holy Ground theme, and there were two important trainings 

and professional development that the staff participated in relating to this: 

 

 ALICE Training: ALICE stands for: “Alert. Lockdown. Inform. Counter. Evacuate.” 

ALICE is an archdiocesan wide adoption of a new lockdown protocol. Like fire drills 

and earthquake drills, we need our students and staff to be prepared for any 

emergency- including an intruder in the building. Unlike traditional lockdowns where 

classes simply lock the door and hide in the corner of a room, ALICE provides staff 

 
 

 

 

 



 

  

with options to make the best decisions under any circumstances to protect the 

students in their care. For example, if the emergency is on the other side of the 

building, a class might choose to evacuate rather than lockdown. Or the teacher may 

barricade the door and call for help. Middle school students and staff are also trained 

in how to use resources in the room to distract and counter an intruder that may be 

present in the room. More information about ALICE will be sent home during the 

month of September, as well as information about our first drill which will take place 

at the end of the month.  

 CASE Training: CASE stands for “Creating a Safe Environment” and is the newly 

adopted update for the Archdiocese of Portland’s “Called to Protect” program. This 

includes training for how to identify and prevent sexual abuse of minors, including adult 

to child situations, peer to peer situations, and how to identify red flag behaviors. We are 

asking all of our parents to attend this training in person this year, which includes a 

video and discussion that takes approximately 90 minutes. Our staff was trained on 

CASE this week by the director of the Office of Child Protection at the Archdiocese, 

Cathy Shannon. To help get everyone trained, we are offering the CASE training this 

year as part of back to school night.  

 In addition to the newly adopted CASE training, staff reviewed an update to the Second 

Step Curriculum- including a 6 week child protection unit that all classes K-8 will be 

teaching in the fall. More information will be available on back to school night about 

this training, but like CASE, the Second Step Child Protection Unit focuses on 

identifying signs of abuse, personal safety and boundaries, and empowering students to 

report red flag behaviors and when they feel uncomfortable. Our teachers will help the 

students understand the difference between tattling and reporting, who are safe adults to 

report to, and when to report to a safe adult even if they are worried about getting in 

trouble or getting a friend in trouble. These units were developed with age appropriate 

language and will include parent resources for at home conversations around creating a 

safe environment with your children.  

 We reviewed and enhanced our protocols for transitions and PE changing procedures for 

students in Grades 5-8.  

 We also updated our facility with new safety features. Thanks to funding from the 

Archdiocesan Safety First Grant and funds raised at the St. Patrick’s Day Festival we 

added 2 additional security cameras increasing our total camera count to 11. We added 

5 new door magnets, including the gym. We now have door magnets on all interior 

classroom doors in the main building, with doors that can be locked from the inside 

with a key. These door magnets allow locked doors to remain open but which shut and 

remain locked automatically when the fire system is activated. We installed open air 

 

 



 

  

vents above all bathroom doors to increase sound flow for safe environment. The grant 

funding also helped to cover our ALICE training costs.  

 Last but not least, Mr. Medina returned to work on the gym, improved our floor, and our 

CityWide crew stripped and waxed all of our classroom and hallway floors, cleaned our 

carpets, walls and deep cleaned the school over the break. The school looks great! 

 

Other Updates: 

 There is a surprise coming to our playground! Phase III 

of the playground project is finally nearing completion. 

Keep an eye out on the new large concrete pad in the 

parking lot… new equipment is coming later this fall. 

In the meantime, we’ve added a new toy- the “Toss-

Up” which replaces the tetherball pole near the gym.  

 Thanks to auction donations and generous support from 

Campbell Global, we raised funds to install two new 

sets of drinking fountains on the main floor. These 

enhanced state-of-the-art hydration stations include 

filtered water and a water bottle fill fountain with 

automatic sensors built in.  

 Our library has been redesigned thanks to funds from 

an anonymous donor. This transformed 21st century 

learning space includes a story time area, a full 

classroom, projectors and a document camera, and 

student computer centers.  

 We have new technology for students and staff 

including MakerSpace and STEM materials (Science 

Technology Engineering Mathematics). Our staff 

experienced a team building “Escape Room” this week 

with new curriculum from BreakoutEdu and had a blast 

breaking out. This resource will help students solve 

puzzles and work together to “unlock the box.” In 

addition to our Virtual Reality Mobile Lab and 3D 

printer, our hands-on STEM opportunities for students 

continue to grow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

New Staff Members:  

 Ms. Maddie McGraw Joins our LSC team this year from the PACE 

program as a learning specialist. Ms. McGraw will be full time in 

the LSC and focus on K-5. Ms. McGraw is from Louisiana and 

most recently graduated from Mount St. Mary’s University. The 

University of Portland (UP) PACE partners with St. Agatha to place 

a licensed teacher at our school who is currently completing a 

master’s in education program at UP. 

 Ms. Faye Bergeron will be teaching 5th Grade, and recently 

completed her Master of Arts in Teaching from Concordia 

University, with previous classroom teaching experience in 4th and 

5th grade. Ms. Weber will teach 5th – 8th grade Science and Ms. 

Bergeron will teach 6th grade Social Studies. Mrs. Dunn will 

continue to teach 7th and 8th grade Social Studies as well as PreK-5th 

grade library classes.  

 Ms. Abby Richardson will be teaching middle school Math. Ms. 

Richardson has taught the past four years at South Salem High 

School and St. Ignatius prior to that where she completed her 

student teaching.  

 Mrs. Jody Gray-Chrisan (Mrs. Gray) will be teaching PS1 this year 

as a full time preschool teacher. She brings a wealth of experience 

in early childhood education from Vermont Hills Family Life 

Center and St. Ignatius Preschool.  

 Mrs. Mary Mahoney joins us as both a new parent to the school and 

a new staff member, as a pre-school instructional aide in Mrs. 

Gray’s classroom. Mrs. Mahoney has taught in Chicago and Los 

Angeles in primary grades and as a learning specialist.  

 

We are enjoying getting to know our new staff and they 

look forward to meeting you and your children.  

 

Staffing Changes:  

 Mrs. Kathy Hart our bookkeeper moved her office to the main school building. This 

year her hours will be Mondays (7-2), Wednesdays (8-2), and Thursdays (12:30-4:30) 

here at the school. The best way to reach her with any billing questions is through her 

email: Kathy.hart@stagatha.us.  
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 Mrs. Alli Swift will not be returning to St. Agatha this year as our on staff counselor, 

as a result of her growing practice, but she will remain a resource if needed and we 

wish her well with her private practice! 

 Mrs. Amber Redoble is moving to 2nd Grade and continuing as our Youth Ministry 

moderator. 

 Mr. Arnaud Prevot will be teaching 8th grade religion in addition to Spanish and Tech K-

8, Theology of the Body 6-8, and will be continuing to lead the school’s advancement 

efforts.  

 Ms. Lauren Nelson will be teaching 7th Grade Religion in addition to her role as 6th 

Grade Religion/ELA teacher and LSC specialist.   

 Mr. Mike Stephens will be full time to support building maintenance needs in 

addition to the lunch room, peer tutoring and extended care.  

 We also welcome a new superintendent to the department of Catholic Schools- Dr. 

Jeannie Ray-Timoney was promoted from her associate position and looks forward to 

working with our schools as we implement the diocese’s new strategic planning 

initiatives. New associate superintendents include Amy Jefferies as director of 

academic excellence and Kim Shields as director of Mission and Catholic Identity.  

 Mrs. Jen Elle has opened her preschool classroom up to include 3 half days up to 4 

full days.  We now offer 2 full day pre-school programs and continue to grow.  

 Mrs. Maureen Wright and her family welcomed George Edward 

Wright on 8/11/19, born 9lbs 1oz and 21”long. George is doing great, 

and Mrs. Wright plans to assist with extended care later this fall.  

 

 

We look forward to a wonderful week ahead. Here’s to a happy and 

successful school year, filled with much learning, many blessings and a 

shared commitment to collaborate always on behalf of the precious 

children in our care— 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

Chris Harris, Principal   

503.234.5500   

chris.harris@stagatha.us 

 

 


